Absence of HIV DNA sequences in seronegative polytransfused thalassemic patients.
The risk of infection with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) by transfusion is not totally eliminated, since contaminated blood given before seroconversion to HIV is not detected on the actual biological screening. We used the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) assay (with one primer pair in the gag region and two in the pol region) to detect HIV DNA sequences in 30 seronegative polytransfused thalassemic patients and in 60 seropositive individuals (used as positive controls). We did not observe PCR-positive HIV-antibody-negative results in seronegative polytransfused patients.